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THE GOOD NEWS  
A u g u s t  N e w s l e t t e r  

The PENDLETON CENTER 
United Methodist Church 

“Where Christ is at the Center of all we do.” 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am 

doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. The wild 

animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide 

water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to 

my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that they may 

proclaim my praise.”   Isaiah 43 

Changeé.. 

While I was on vacation, I went to church in a wonderful old 
building with a storied history. I have attended worship there off 
and on for around 40 years. It is a grand building that can hold 
600 people. I knew all the songs, and could anticipate everything 
that would happen in the worship service. It was comfortable, 
historical, and familiaréand there were about twenty people 
thereé.I think my wife and I were the youngest.  

Do you know who said the words above? It was God. God is 
constantly doing a new thing. I love the old, comfortable things, 
but God is doing a new thing. He likes to create, to make new, to 
give birth. In the wasteland he brings refreshing streams, in the 
desert, water for his people. And he will form a people to proclaim 
his praise.  

Sometimes people ask why I so often suggest changing things. 
ñWhy canôt we just leave things the way they are?ò ñOther 
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churches do it that way.ò ñWe never did it that way before.ò And of 
course we all grew up with, ñIf it isnôt broke, donôt fix it.ò  

Well first, most churches are broke. Did you know the average 
age of church people is almost sixty years old? That means the 
whole church enterprise is about 25 years from extinction. (We are 
greatly blessed to have so many young people in our church in 
Pendleton.) Most young people think church is boring and 
irrelevant. They believe in Jesus, but not the church. In fact, 
recent surveys indicate that less than one in five Americans of any 
age now think itôs worth their time to be in church each week.  

Second, God seems to think we should be making new things for 
a new age. God is forming a new church to praise him. I believe 
there will be a church in our future, God will make sure of that, but 
I am just as sure many of the places we call church will not be part 
of it. We are trying some new things with the hope we will find 
what God is blessing to be his church. 

Third, I learned a few years ago that organizations that succeed 
say, ñIf it isnôt broke, make it better.ò  And I know not all the things 
we try work, but at least we know weôre trying. And a lot of the 
changes we have made have helped our church to become the 
wonderful place it is. 

And last of all, I am eternally worried about the four out of five 
people that are not in church. I will try almost anything if it will 
mean one more soul comes to Jesus. 

I love history. I majored in it in college. I love old buildings and old 
ways. Tradition is important to me. I enjoy old people. (Especially 
as I am rapidly becoming one.) I listen to old songs, collect and 
read old books, watch old TV shows and sometimes attend old 
churches. But God is doing a new thingé..and I donôt want to 
miss it. 

See you in the transformation center we call church, 

Pastor Tom 

**There is 1 date coming up where there is only 
1 Sunday service at 10am.  

ü August 15th 
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CHURCH STATISTICS 
 

New Born 
Jacob Venne ð Great-Grandson of Shirley Duchscherer 

 
 
 

New Members 
June 27th 

Ed & Monica Gordon 
Libby Leeds 

Melissa Rada 
Kim & Bonnie Reed 

Douglas West 

 

 

Betty Kindred  Mother of Mark Kindred 

Please keep the Kindred famil y in your prayers. 
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PRAYER MINISTRIES 
Our Prayer Team meets about 6 times a 
year to plan for the prayer ministries of our 
church.  They spend time learning about 
prayer and participating in prayer.  

If you have urgent prayer requests during 
the week please contact the church office and 

we will pass them on to our Prayer Chain.   

The first Monday of each month at 6pm is our Prayer Service.  
Scripture readings, soft music, candlelight, quiet prayer time, and 
Holy Communion are included in this service. 

The Prayer Labyrinth in the Prayer Theater is a traditional 
method of focusing on God and listening for direction as we pray.   
As you walk, you shut out the busy world, and focus on being 
attentive to God.  If you, or a group you belong to, would like to 
use the Labyrinth, please contact Pastor Jean. 

A 24-Hour Prayer Vigil is being planned for September 24-25.  
This is a time for you to come into the Sanctuary and spend some 
quality time with God.  There will be a bulletin with suggestions for 
prayer, as well as special readings placed throughout the 
Sanctuary to help guide you in your prayers.  Watch for signup 
sheets to be passed in worship for a couple of weeks before the 
vigil, so that you can choose a time you would like to come in and 
pray! 

If you would like more information about prayer and our prayer 
ministries, please contact Pastor Jean. 

 

 

  Summer 
Office Hours 

 
Monday ð Friday 

 
9am ð 3pm 
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JULY OUTREACH MINISTRY 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also.     James 2:26 

All missions' offerings are voluntary.  Please consider the benefits 
of your gifts for others and give only as you feel God leads you.    
Contact Kristin Clark or Barb Smith with questions or suggestions.  
Additional help for outreach ministries is needed.  Go with God! 

We will be taking up a special offering on the following Sundays: 

August 1 ï Niagara Hospice 

August 15 ï Vacation Bible School 

 

 
Lakeview Animal Sanctuary 

5180 Fiegle Road 

Open House 
Sunday, August 15th 

Petting Zoo, Pony Rides, Face Painting, Bounce House, Music, 
Yard Sale, Bake Sale, Food & Beverages, Wildlife and Displays, 
and more! 

Come join the fun! 
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FROM THE FOOD PANTRY 
The staff at the Pendleton Food 
Pantry would like to thank you all 
for your continued financial support 
and food donations to the 
Pendleton Food Pantry!!  The 
summer months are particularly 
ñleanò ï donations are traditionally 
down as we vacation ï while use of 

the Food Pantry is up, as kids are home from school all day and 
cannot benefit from school lunch and breakfast programs.  Your 
food donations are really welcomed and appreciated during the 
summer months, as well as all year long!! 

We can particularly use ñkid-friendly foodò ï macaroni and cheese, 
Spaghetti-os, Chef-Boy-Ar-Dee, peanut butter and jelly, pork and 
beans, spaghetti sauce, jell-o, pudding, and dessert mixes.  And 
we can always use paper products (toilet paper, paper towels, 
Kleenex, and napkins), personal care items (bar soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes), and cleaning products 
(laundry detergent, fabric softener, and dish detergent), as clients 
cannot use food stamps to purchase these items and will use 
more of them during the summer when kids are home from school 
and playing outside!! 

Your continued generosity and support for the Pendleton Food 
Pantry makes it possible for us to service as many local families 
as much as we can!  Thank you again and have a safe and 
blessed summer!!! 

 

Remember:  The 1st Sunday of the Month is Food Pantry 

Offering!  Be sure and bring a non-perishable item to Church on 
August 1st! 

 

  



8 

 

Happenings at Our Church in Niagara Falls 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for August 9th-13th, 9am to 
noon each day.   We always welcome anyone who wants to help 
minister to the children of our community in this program. We will 
have crafts, snacks, games, music, drama, and more. 

Weôll be taking our Sunday School students and their families to 
Fantasy Island on August 7th for a picnic and day of fun.   
Everyone is welcome to join us. 

We will hold “Church in the Grove” on Sunday, August 15th, 
including worship and a picnic in the grove beside the church.  
Weôll be celebrating and singing some of the songs the kids learn 
during VBS week. 

In September we will be starting a new Youth Group/ Sunday 
School/Confirmation Class!  All youth in grades 6 and up are 
being invited to come and join in the fun and learning.  Those who 
are eligible for Confirmation will be confirmed sometime in 
February.  Weôll be meeting after worship, at noon, for lunch 
before our other activities. 

Rally Day will take place September 12th, as Sunday School and 
our other regular programs get into full swing.  

Please contact Pastor Jean if you are interested in more 
information about our church in Niagara Falls. 
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FINANCE & FACILITY MINISTRIES 
From the Finance Team:     

How are we doing?  At the time this article was written, we had 
financial results through the end of June.  Our year-to-date income 
is about the same as the first half of 2009.  Each month we need 
to keep our offerings above last yearôs levels to ensure we are 
able to fund this yearôs budget and place us in a better position for 
next yearôs budget planning.  Our current 2010 income projection 
is about $3,900 below the recently reduced operating budget.  

Several families have stepped up their giving levels in response to 
our financial shortfall, which brings to mind these sentences from 
Pastor Tomôs June 7th letter to the congregation:  ñA small gift, 
multiplied times many, makes miracles happen.  God is testing us 
as a church.  Letôs step up to miracle living.ò  If we had 100 
families give an extra $5 each week, our church income would 
increase by $26,000!  And that $26,000 would not only help get us 
through our problem, it could also go toward some of the 
ministries that were cut with our budget reductions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some other notes from the Finance Team: 

Giving statements will be mailed this month to those who have 
us keep track of their offerings.  We hope those who are behind 

on their giving will be able to ñcatch up.ò  These are challenging 
times for everyone with our struggling economy, and we certainly 
appreciate all you are doing to support our church.  

Thank you for all you do to make our ministries happen! 

Summer is traditionally a slow time for churches.  
We have a lot less people attend worship because 
they are traveling, camping or busy with other 
activities.  The church expenses stay about the 
same during the summer.  We still have to pay 
utilities, salaries, a mortgage and other ongoing 
expenses.  So if you are going to be away for much 
of August, maybe you could send your offering 
check to the church.  What you give makes a 
difference!     

 

 



10 

 

FUND RAISING INFORMATION 
TOPS SHOPPING CARDS 

Weôve been participating in Tops Marketsô 
ñca$h for causesò program for 4 years now!  
This program has earned more than $11,575 

for PCUMC with over $231,500 in Tops Cards sales!  This is a 
great fund raising opportunity for non-profit organizations like our 
church.  Remember that PCUMC receives 5% from Card sales, 
while you get the full face value of the card. 

Tops cards can be used for groceries, gasoline, & 
prescriptions at all Tops Friendly Markets.  We have 
denominations of $10, $20, $25, $50 & $100 for your 
convenience.  Weôve already given out $2,660 in rebates to our 
regular customers ($20 Tops Card for every $1,000 spent).  Stop 
by the bookstore or office to pick up your Tops Cards today! 

 

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SCRIP ORDER 
GOING IN MONDAY, AUGU ST 9th! 
Pick up an order form in the Book Store or 
Office and get those back-to-school items while raising some 
money for our church.  You will notice on the form that we offer a 
huge variety of gift cards for many local retailers.  We sell them in 
denominations of $5 - $100 and each one gives back a different % 
to the church (1%-16%).  For instance, American Eagle $25 cards 
have a 10% return, giving the church $2.50 for each card 
purchased.  Landôs End $100 cards give back 16% ($16.00) to the 
church!   

We’ve had a good response from our church members when 
we began this program last December.  Our goal was to 
provide another way to make your shopping and gift giving easier 
and to raise extra funds for the church in the process.  We usually 
place monthly orders where you can choose exactly what you 
need.  We also keep an inventory of miscellaneous cards in the 
Book Store for purchase at any time.  So, donôt forget to take 
advantage of this August order ï get your form in with payment by 
9am on Mon. Aug. 9th! 
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Book Store 
We have been adding some new inventory!  Stop by and take 
a look.  The Book Store is located just off the Fellowship Hall at 
the top of the green ramp, and is open before and after worship 
services.  Besides books, there are Bible study supplies, CDs, gift 
items, candy and greeting cards available.  This is a location to 
pick up Tops gift cards, Scrip Cards, and DVDs of our worship 
services.  We also use the Book Store as a place to sell tickets for 
special events held at the church.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 
Newsletter 

deadline  
August 15th 

Get to know PCUMC on  
Twitter and Facebook 
www.twitter.com/PCUMchurch 

If youôre on Facebook, find us by searching Pendleton 
Center UMC under groups.  We post a mix of event 
photos, major announcements, sermon topics, even 
prayer requests.  Log on today! 

 

http://www.twitter.com/PCUMchurch
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ADULT MINISTRIES 
 

U & I Outings 
EVERYONE is Welcome to join us! 

Tuesday, August 24th, 5pm ï Erie Canal Cruise on Market St. in 
Lockport.   The Cruise Ship (well, boat) will leave at 5:30. 
Cruise lasts about 1½ to 2 hours. Still leaves us enough time 
to go for ice cream.  Tickets for the cruise can be purchased 
same day for $15.  AAA members receive a 10% discount.  
If you think you may go, please sign up in bookstore by 
Sunday, August 15 just so I can give them an approximate 
head count. You will not be obligated to go by signing up. 

Sunday, September 19th, 2pm – Buffalo Zoo guided tours. 
Tour starts at 2pm so be there a little earlier.  Reservations 
AND payment MUST be in BY Sunday, August 22, no 
later.  Sign up and pay in the bookstore - CASH ONLY.  
Costs ï Seniors (63 & older) 5.25; Adults (19 ï 62)  $7.25; 
Youths (2 ï 18) $4.50; Children under 2 are free 

Zoo Members ï Cost is free, but you must still sign up and 
provide your membership number. 

Any questions or if you have any program suggestions, please do 
not hesitate to call me at 438-2144. 
 

Blessings to ALL!  Come join us! 

Sandy Houck 

  

Book Club 
The PCUMC Book Club meets on the third Monday of each 
month to discuss a book and enjoy each otherôs viewpoints and 
fellowship. We always welcome new members, and encourage 
you to join our group!    

Our next meeting is August 16th.  We will be meeting in the home 
of Lynne Elberson, 5822 Dunnigan Road, Lockport.  Our book is 
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See.  
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Disciple 1 ð Basic Bible Study 
Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study  

Led by Louie Bobsein 

If you have ever wanted to study the Bible in a comprehensive but 
understandable way, this Fall is your opportunity to begin a 
modified version of the Disciple 1 Bible Study.  Rather than a 36 
week course, it will be offered in a more manageable 72 week 
course.  Beginning Tuesdays this Fall!  Watch your newsletter for 
more information.   
 

 
 

ò3ó 
Begins Tuesdays this Fall 

Led by Pastor Matt 

¶ What does ñGod Loves Youò really mean for me? 

¶ Is it possible for me to really relate with God? 

¶ Has God really given me unique gifts for service? 

¶ Can being a disciple of Jesus Christ be lived in a practical 

way? 

You may have never found good answers to these questions 
through your own study.  Now you are invited on an intensive 12 
week journey of discovery and promise through a unique group of 
books including: 

× The 3 Colors of Love 

× The 3 Colors of Spirituality 

× The 3 Colors of Ministry 

× Everyday Discipleship 

Class size is limited to 15.  If you are interested in this study, 
please contact the Church Office, 625-8306, or write a note on 
your Friendship Card.  Cost of the course is $25.  More 
information to follow in the September Newsletter. 
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Altar Care 
If you are looking for a ministry that allows you to serve quietly, 
but meaningfully, consider becoming an Altar Steward.  There are 
no meetings involved, only a few minutes after your worship 
service to remove and wash the cups used in your service for 
communion.  The 11am service requires a little more time to 
replace candles that have burned down and to refresh the oil in 
the altar candles.  Your help is needed and your service will truly 
be to God's glory as communion and the altar are such a 
significant part of our worship.  Call the church if you are 
interested and someone will call you.   
 
 

 
 

Meal Ministry at Pendleton Center 
We have a meal ministry that puts together luncheons 
following funeral services for those who need them.  We often 
need people to help donate or prepare food, set tables, serve, and 
clean up.  If you would like to help with this ministry of 
compassion, please contact the office. 

We are holding Wednesday night dinner on the rest of the 
nights that the Summer Bible Study is being held: 
Wednesday at 6pm, August 4th and 11th.  Please contact the 
office by the Monday before if you are planning to eat with us, so 
that we can prepare enough food!   Cost is $7.00 for adults, $3.50 
for children ages 4-10, and free for children 3 and under.  
Volunteers to help with setup and cleanup are always welcome! 
 
 

 
  Al-Anon Meetings 

have resumed 
Meetings are Fridays from 6 - 7pm. 

Call Leslie Wagner at 691-4765 for further 
information. 
 



15 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

VBS ð August 15th ð 19th  
Sunday ð Thursday; 9am-Noon 

òHigh Seasó welcomes 3 yr olds ð Kindergarten 
òBible Village ð Egyptó welcomes 1st ð 6th graders 

Schedule of Events for Sunday, August 15th 
9am-noon VBS Program 
10am  Worship (all are welcome!) 
Noon  Picnic, Activities, & Games  

for the entire family 

See Yellow Insert for more information and registration 
Form! 

 
Saturday Evening Summer Church School 

Saturday Church School is happening again this summer!  If 
you come to 5pm worship on Saturday, your children are welcome 
to take part in the activities, under loving adult supervision.  
Helpers are always welcome! 

 
 

Boy Scout Troop 98 
The scouts attended summer camp at Camp Merz near Lake 
Chautauqua from July 11-16th and from July 24th ï August 8th the 
scouts are hiking through Philmont in New Mexico.  

The scouts held their Order of the Arrow elections for the 
upcoming year. 

Scoutmaster Rich Joseph was awarded the Paul Harris Fellow 
Award by the Niagara County Rotary Club for his efforts at Troop 
98.  A donation in his name $1000 was given to help fight polio. 
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GENESIS CHILDRENõS MINISTRIES 

 
Momõs Morning Out 

Need to go shopping? Run some errands? Or just relax?  
Momôs Morning out Program for toddlers 1 & 2 Years old is being 
offered again this fall.  First day will be September 13th.  The 
Program runs Monday & Friday mornings 9am-noon.  Children 
may attend either day, or both.  They will learn social and 
emotional development through crafts, music, and fun times under 
the supervision of our loving certified adults.  For more 
information, please contact the office, 625-8306. 
 

 
Genesis PreSchool 

We still have some openings for Fall 2010 
enrollment.  We offer a 2-day 3 year old 
class, a 3-day 4 year old class, and a 5-day 
4 year old class.  Our PreSchool is well 
known in the school district for its excellent 
teachers and curriculum.  We prepare the children with 
Kindergarten readiness skills and with Christian faith principles.  
Children will explore, learn & play.  For more information, please 
contact the office,625-8306. 
 

 
 

òGenesisó Summer Day Camp 
Available from 7am to 6pm 

Full-time and Part-time students welcome! 

Do you need something for your children to do this 
summer?  Maybe you only need them to attend 1 or 
2 days a week.  We have part time rates of $20 a 
day per child for the hours of 9am-3pm.  Our 
program is filled with fun activities such as crafts, 
games, water fun, and much more.  Contact the 
office (625-8306) to enroll your child today. 

 


