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FROM THE PASTORôS DESK 
òThe sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises.  
The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and 
round it goes, ever returning on its course. All streams flow into 
the sea, yet the sea is never full.  To the place the streams come 
from, there they return again. What has been will be again, what 
has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun.ó  Ecclesiastes 1 

I am sure between the time I write this article and you receive 
it, everything will change, but nothing will really change.  

As I sat down to write this article, last week was the worst decline 
of the stock market for any week in history, then Monday was the 
largest gain for any one day in history. The stock market is up 
33% over the last six years. That means my investments have 
increased by about 5.5% a year. Gasoline prices are falling, the 
cost of wheat, corn, coffee, and just about everything else is going 
down on a wholesale basis. These are good times right?!?!? Or 
are they bad times?!?!   Or are they just times? 

I was watching the leaves fall off the tree out my window. They 
donôt seem to care how the market is doing. This time of year 
comes around and they put on a spectacular show of color, then 
flutter to the ground. I suspect it will happen just the same way 
next year. Everyone is worried. Worried about money, 
investments, politics, the future, family, worry, worry, worry. But 
Jesus in Mathew says we shouldnôt worry. Not about what we 
have, what we wear, or tomorrow. God is still holding the world in 
his hands, and the God that has managed to bring us this far for 
centuries will cause the rain to fall and the sun to shine and the 
leaves to drop again. 
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I am a lot like you. I have the same reasons to be concerned. It 
seems everything is changing. Yet the writer of Ecclesiastes tells 
us, ñNothing is new under the Sun.ò God has seen it all before. 
The writer goes on to tell us this wisdom,  

ñI know that there is nothing better for men than to be 
happy and do good while they live. That everyone may 
eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toilðthis is 
the gift of God. I know that everything God does will 
endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing 
taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him.ò  

Anxiety over things we canôt change gains us nothing but stress 
and fear. Keep your commitments to God, since He is the only 
one that holds the real future. The stock market wonôt save us. 
Neither will gold, guarantees on our bank deposits, a great job, or 
a new toy. Only God can save us.  Soé. Enjoy your work, your 
loved ones, good food and drink. And watch what happens 
tomorrow, everything will change, and it will all be the same again. 

Join us in worshiping the God of eternity this week, 

Pastor Tom 
 

 

 
 
 
SERMON NOTES 
This Fall we are looking at the people who first followed Jesus in 
the Bible.  What they did in their lives, workplaces, families, 
neighborhood that changed the world.  Then we are going to try to 
figure out what we can do in the same places today. I would like to 
invite you to join us in making a team that can change the world.  
You are welcome to join Jesusô team this Fall. 
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PRAYER M INISTRIES  

The Prayer Team will be participating in our Prayer Vigil on 
November 7th & 8th.  Members of the Team will be available if you 
would like someone to pray with you.  You are also welcome to 
pray on your own.  There will be a bulletin with ideas for prayer, 
special readings available, and lots of candlelight to help set the 
mood.  The vigil lasts from 2pm on Friday, until 2pm on 
Saturday.  Please sign up to spend an hour in prayer!  If you canôt 
come to the church, you can always take time to pray at home 
during the time of the vigil. 
 
You are encouraged to call the office if you would like to request 
special prayers in the course of the week, or during the vigil.  Our 
Prayer Chain will keep your requests in prayer for at least 2 
weeks.   They also pray for the requests listed in the ñLittle Good 
newsò.  If you would like to serve on the Prayer Chain or Prayer 
Team, let the office know.   
 
The Prayer Labyrinth on the floor of the Theater room in the 
Family Life Center is available for your use on request.  Many 
groups and individuals have come in and used it as a tool for 
prayer.  As you walk this ancient circuitous pathway, you will find 
yourself centering on God.  The Labyrinth is a metaphor for lifeôs 
spiritual journey, twisting and turning as we seek to grow closer to 
God.  At the center of the design, you can stop and listen for the 
Holy Spiritôs direction.  Then as you travel back out of the 
Labyrinth, you can carry with you what God has revealed for your 
life.  Consider giving it a try!   
 
The Prayer Team is currently working on a brochure on prayer: 
what it is, how to get started, and how it can change your life.  
Watch for it at the information table.    
 

 

Monday Night Prayer Service 
The Monday night prayer service will be on November 3rd 
beginning at 6pm.  You are invited to attend this quiet service 
dedicated to prayer.  There are segments of silent prayer, and an 
optional opportunity to pray out loud if you wish.  Soft music, 
candlelight, Scripture readings, and Holy Communion complete 
the service.  Come spend some quiet time with God. 
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CHURCH STATISTICS  
Births  

Sept. 17  Tobias Santos Krystaf  
Son of Nick & Lauren Krystaf  

Sept. 19   Melanie Suzanne Scalzo  
  Daughter of Jamie & Steven Scalzo 
Sept. 22   Hunter Ray Gregg  

Son of Ashley Gregg  
Oct. 1  Erin Rachel Thompson  

Daughter of Jeff & Dana Thompson 
 

 

Baptisms 
Oct. 12 Elijiah Jeffrey Morris  

            Son of Allyson & Nathan Morris 
 
 
 

 
Deaths 

Dick Carier   Brother of June Smith 
Kathy Clark   Mother-In-Law of Kristin Clark 
Rosemary Trautman  Mother-In-Law of Mary Trautman 
Tom Riexinger  Brother of Yvonne Bova 

Please remember these families in your Prayers. 
 
 

If anyone is interested in being part of a Grief Support Group,  

call the church office, 625-8306. 
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CAMPBELL BRIDGE CLOSING  
It has come to our attention that the Campbell Blvd Bridge will be 
closing sometime in November or beginning of December unti 
June or July ó09.  For those who live in Erie County, here are 
some alternate routes. 
 
North on Sweet Home, Right on Tonawanda Creek Road, keep 
to the left at the fork and go over the Bridge.  You will then be on 
Bear Ridge Road.  Continue on Bear Ridge to Campbell Blvd. 

North on New Road, Left on Tonawanda Creek North, Right 
when you get over the Bridge, Left on Oakwood, Right on 
Campbell Blvd. OR after the Bridge, Right which will be Irish, Left 
on Bear Ridge, Left on Campbell Blvd. 

North on Transit, Left on Fisk Road, Left on Bear Ridge, Left on 
Campbell Blvd. 

North on Niagara Falls Blvd, Right on Crescent which turns into 
Townline, Right on Killian, Left on Bear Ridge, Right on Campbell 
Blvd. 

If youôre coming on the 990, get off on Sweet Home 
instead of North French Road. 
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NOVEMBER  OUTREACH M INISTRY  
Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; 
and I cannot reverse it.             Numbers 23:9 ð 10 

Collections for these missions are voluntary.  Please consider how 
God enriches your life and share only as you feel compelled. 
Contact Kristin Clark or Barb Smith with questions or suggestions.  
Additional help for outreach ministries is needed.  The next 
Outreach Team meeting will be held at the church on 
Thursday, November 20 at 7 pm.    Go with God!   

Disabled American Veterans  
On November 9, we will be collecting for Disabled American 
Veterans.  Through your special gift, you reach out 
compassionately to those who need physical support and spiritual 
nurturing for our soldiers.  Wherever and whenever people 
struggle with situations beyond their control, with Godôs help, we 
can make a world of difference. 

Thanksgiving Offering  
The Thanksgiving Offering, which will be taken on November 
23rd, will be taken for Missions. 

Up Coming Mission Moments:  

Dec. PCUMC Good Samaritan Find; Christmas Offer ing 

 
VETERANSõ OUTREACH 

We are starting to plan for our Veteranôs Day project to help the 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.  On November 9th, 
Angel Wings will be packing ñcomfort kitsò.  We are planning to 
pack at least 25 and need supplies for 25 kits:  plastic shoe boxes, 
hand towels, wash cloths, bars of soap, deodorant, combs, full 
size shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, decks of playing cards, 
Chapstick, nail clippers.  A box to collect these supplies will be in 
ñMission Alleyò this month.   

Commanders Kathy Tedesco and Joe Shydlinski from the DAVA 
and our own  Cindy Schumaker will be in church on Sunday, 
November 9th, to answer questions about the DAVAôs programs 
and veteranôs benefits and help pack these kits.  
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Operation Christmas Child  
Please have your boxes to church by Sunday, November 23rd for 
Shoebox Dedication.  Make it a Family Day!  Help load trucks, 
cars, and trailers after the 11am service with all the shoeboxes 
which have been collected; deliver the shoeboxes to Eastern Hills 
Wesleyan, and then after unloading the boxes, we will finish up 
with dinner at the Old Country Buffet.  If you wish to help us with 
moving the shoeboxes, please stay after the late service or 
contact DJ Mahar. 

 

Christmas Angel Tree  
Believe it or not, it is time for the Christmas Angel Tree already.  
Starting on November 23rd, please look at the Angel Tree located 
on the Outreach wall and select a child to give a wonderful 
Christmas to.  Please bring in your wrapped gifts by Sunday, 
December 14th and place them under the Christmas tree. 
Presents should be wrapped and in ONE bag if possible, with the 
Angel Tag securely fastened to the package.  All of these children 
are from our Congregation and Seneca Street UMC. 
 
 

Thanksgiving Family Tree  
This year we are trying to provide Thanksgiving Dinner for almost 
40 families from our church.  We need your Help!  Beginning 
November 1st, watch for displays in all entrances to our church, 
choose a Turkey tag, purchase the listed items, and return to 
PCUMC by November 16th.  Letôs share with those in need from 
the Many Blessings we have received. 

 

 

 

NICARAGUA PROJECT UPDATE  
Our buckets packed at the end of June have arrived safely in 
Nicaragua, but have not yet been distributed.  Ann Marie Zon is 
planning to distribute them on her next visit to Nicaragua around 
Christmas!  What wonderful Christmas gifts they will prove to be 
for Nicaraguan families!   Ann Marie also has told us that all the 
terrible hurricanes that hit the region this season have spared 
Nicaragua.  The farm her organization has acquired in Nicaragua 
is growing and prospering! 



9 

 

Whatõs Happening at 
First UMC in Niagara Falls?  

 
Things continue to move in a positive direction at our church 
in the Falls, First UMC.  Worship attendance is averaging around 
85-90 each Sunday.  We have several new participants at First 
Church, and a class of new members will be joining on November 
30th.   
 
Progress continues on the remodeling of the parsonage, with 
the goal of opening a mission/hospitality center in part of the 
building.  A work party is held every Monday at 6:30pm for anyone 
interested in helping. 
 
The Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Auction in October was well 
attended, and earned some income for our Sunday School.  And 
we had tons of books donated for our Used Book Sale, as well!   
 
Our Soup & Sandwich Luncheons have resumed, and take 
place the first Sunday of each month starting at 11:30am.  Cost is 
$6.50 for soup, sandwich, beverage & dessert. 
 
On November 22nd, we will be holding a Holiday Dinner which 
is open and free to the entire community.  It starts at 12:30pm and 
new helpers or donations to cover cost of food are always 
welcome! 
 
We are currently compiling a brochure of all our ministries 
and activities at First Church.  If you are interested in knowing 
more about our congregation in the Falls, please ask Pastor Jean.   
   

 


